The State of New Hampshire
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Thomas S, Burack, Commissioner

lunuary 3L, 2008

The Honorable Cmdy Rosenwald, Chairman

Health, Human Services & Elderly Affairs Commatiae
N House ol Representatives

Room 205, Lemsiative Office Butlding,

Concord, NH 03301

e B 15305-FN, an act establishing the New Hampshire birth conditions program

Diear Chairman Rosenwald and Members of the Commimes:

r

Thank vou far the opportunity 10 comment on hehall of the Department of Environmental Services (DES)
on HBE 1505-FN, which seeks to establish the New Hampshire Birth Conditions Program. Whilc the
Digpartment 15 not taking an affictal position on HB 1505-FN at this tirme, this letter conveys our perspeclive on

the bill as it relares 1o our programs and mission to protect human health and the environment.

We understand that curréntly the Birth Conditions Program s a CDC-funded, Dartmouth-operated public
health regisery that has been monitoring birth conditions in New Hampshire under & Memorandum of
Agresment with the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for several years. The Program is
similar to the cancer registry for New Hampshire. HB | 505-FN would make this xisting program permaner,
and places the continuing responsibility of administering the Birth Conditions Program on DHHS.

The DES Environmental Health Program routinely conducts lealth risk assessments 1o evaluate
relationships hetween potential environmental exposures and adverse health outcomes in New Hampshire
communities. Currently, DES works closely with DHHS to avaluate health outcomes such as cancer INcidence,
but residents are often also concerned with other health outcomes including certain birth conditions, Birth
conditions can be influenced by many factors, including emvironmental or occupational exposures, Clusters 01
cases of cartain birth conditions ean he sentingl events thal may prompt analyses of polential exposures to
environmental hazards. Data on the incidence and prevalence of certain birth conditions and the possibility of
case clusiers could provide valuabie information when evaluating sources of environmental contaminatiosn ang
determining the need for response actions. A siatewide birth conditions registry would be an asset (o the DES
Environmental Health Program by providing accuraie, on-going data that can be used w our efforts to assure
thiat the health of New Hampshire residents is not ad versely impacted by environmental exposures.

Thank vou for the opportumty 10 nrovide this testimony. Please contact me (271-2958) ar Richard
Rumba Environmental Health Program Admimstrator (271-1987) if you have any questions or would like further
information. f
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